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, Trooper Escapes 
Cri01inal Charges 
By Jim Moore, St,M Wrir,r 

WAYNESBURG - State police of
ficials have apparently decided 
Trooper Thomas Mozes is not subject 
to criminal charges in an incident 
Involving the September trafl'ic death 
of a Waynesburg woman, but an in
ternal investigation found procedural 

1 violations. 
The investigation was begun as a 

result of a report of what alleged!)'. 
transpired along Interstate 79 south of 
Washington on the night of Sept. 19, 
the date 24-year-old Lillian Christ
opher had the accident that resulted 
in her death the following day. 

The account of the happenings 
came from Jim Kennington, a North 
,Carolina truck driver, who was sleep
Ing in the cab of his truck near where 
Miss Christopher was stopped for 
speeding by Mozes. Kennington told 
the Chrstopher family, and presum-

1 ably the state police investigators, 
that he was awakened by a shaken 

, Miss Christopher who was rapping at 
the door of his truck. She claimed, 
Kennington said, lo have been propo
sitioned by the trooper to have sex in 
exchange for not issuing a citation. 

Kennington said he had an ex
' change with the trooper about Miss 

Christopher's claim and that the of-
1 ficer finally told her to " sleep it ofr• 

before proceeding. Instead , Miss 
Christopher got into her car and 
drove off, ramming a tree a short 
time later on Route 19. 

Kennington also claimed he was 
given the " run around" by state po-

1 • lice when he first called about the 
, incident and later when he called to 
I inquire what happened to the woman. 

But he finally contacted the Christ
opher family at Allegheny General 

1 Hospital where the victim died. 
I , Mozes was placed on restricted 
i duty for at least part of the period 

I 
when the internal investigation was 
under way. Although commission of a 

'i criminal act may have been dis-
counted, a state police spokesman 

, said a disciplinary action report has 
been filed and forwarded to the state 
police disciplinary action officer. 
Spokesman Jim Cox, speaking from 
Harrisburg, said any action to be 
taken against Mozes has not been 

determined. 
"The report will be reviewed and 

the disciplinary action officer will 
make his decision based on past ac
tions taken for similar infractions," 
Cox safd. 

As the result of news accounts 
about the fatal accident and circum
stances related by truck driver Ken
nington, several reports have been 
received by the Observer-Reporter of 
other lncldeqts . They are similar to 
the Christopher case insofar as sexual 
advances or harassment by members 
of Troop S, which has the duty of 
patroling the interstates in this area, 
are concerned. 

One of the reports of another inci
dent came from an Allegheny County 
woman who claimed to have been 
sexually harassed a few years ago 
when two troopers stopped her on I-79 
north of Washington for speeding. 
Although she identified herself, she 
asked not to have her name used. 

"One of the troopers told me to get 
into his patrol car while the other 
officer got into my car and followed 
us to a gravel pit," she recalled. 

"He suggested we have sex and 
there would be no citations issued," 
she said. "We hugged and kissed, but 
that's all . I pretended to go along with 
it but postponed any further ac
tivity." 

"He (the officer) called me two or 
three times after that and asked me 
out, but I refused and made excuses. I 
was scared to death to drive on the 
interestate after that but he finally 
quit calling," she said. 

She added that she tried to put the 
incident out of her mind, but it was 
brought back when she read about the 
Christopher girl. "I should have done 
something back then but I was scared 
and embarrassed," she said. 

In another development that may 
have been given impetus by the 
Christopher incident, June Walters, 
president of the Allegheny County 
Chapter of MADD, told this news
paper that her organization will be 
monitoring state police activity on the 
interstates. 

" They are very lax in Washington 
County and we have to get to work on 
this," Mrs. Walters said. 

I W. Greene Board Meets 
I 
I 

Private School 
Argues For Bus 
By Christie Molzon , Staff wrlt,r 

ALEPPO - Representatives of 
the Trinity Baptist School and the 
West Greene School Board clashed 
again over busing at the board meet
ing Thursday night. 

Since the start of the school year 
parents of 29 students attending the 
private school located east of 
Waynesburg have refused transporta
tion provided by the West Greene 
School District. Some of the parents 
claim their children have to change 
!)uses three times and are often left 
along the road, alone, waiting for the 
next bus. They have asked for a 
separate bus. 

The school board has refused the 
request, saying a separate bus is 
segregationary and that because 
parents haven' t tried the busing sys
tem, they don't know if it would work 
or not. 

The Rev. Gene Woodall , pastor of 
the Trinity Baptist Church, said he 
wanted to try and work out another 
solution and insisted that what the 
board is proposing will not work. He 
expressed concern for children who 
would be lei\ along the road or not 
picked up at Trinity on days when the 
West Greene district does not have 
-classes and said he was willing lo 
provide the tran.,portation for $90 a 
day. That amount, he said, was re

. alistic considering that last month the 
board approved paying $95 a day lo 
transport Just three children to an
other private school. 

Board member Dan Morris sa id 
the district was willing lo try and 
adapt the busing to the needs of the 
Trinity school. " But we're not agree
ipg to set up a separate transportation 
system for every group that comes 
along," he said. 

Solicitor Robert McCall informed 
the parents that s ince the school dis
trict has met its legal responsibilities 
Ip provide transportation for their 
c,llildren and the board was unwilling 
to do more that they contact an at
torney for advice. 

After the meeting Woodall said 
while some of the parent! were will
ing to take the matter lo court, he was 

hoping that he could work out a solu
tion whereby the district would reim
burse him for providing the busing. 
Currently the Trinity school is picking 
up children in vans while some 
parents bring the kids to school them
selves. Woodall said it was costing his 
school about $80 a day to bus just 
some of the children. 

In another busing issue, elemen
tary school Principal Bill 
Throckmorton reported it would cost 
the district $16,358 a year to pick up 
the 14 students in kindergarten and 
first grade who must walk a mile or 
more lo meet a bus. The board said it 
does not have that money available 
and cannot pick up these small chil
dren at their houses . 

The board agreed lo take the nec
essary steps lo re-enter the WPIAL 
conference in football . Because the 
district must re-apply lo enter the 
conference and since next year's 
playing schedule has already been 
made, it will be two years before the 
conference switch is made . Although 
all the other district sports are part of 
the WPIAL, the board voted several 
years ago to drop out of the con
ference in football only and join the 
Mason-Dixon conference. 

It was noted that an open house for 
all the schools will be held Nov. 13 
from 7 to 9 p.t,_ Teachers will be 
available for consultations with 
parents. 

In other business, the board : 
,,.. Hired Laura Walters as a spe

cial education teacher at the middle
senior high school and Nancy Mesich 
as an elementary secretary; 

,,.. Approved a low bid of over 
$38,000 from Green Mechanical to fix 
the heating and air-i:Onditloning unit 
at the Graysville school ; 

,,.. Agreed to permit the Central 
Tax Bureau to collect delinquent per 
capita taxes; 

,,.. Added Richard Lightner , Nora 
Anderson and Donna Brown to the 
approved bus driver's list and re
moved John Thompson from the list ;' 

,,.. Agreed lo a request from John 
Walters and Remo Bertugll to attend 
the U.S. All Star Wrestling Clinic in 
New, Jersey at a cost of $525. 
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BILL DeWEESE 

Ground 
Broken For 
New Plant 

WAYNESBURG - Ground break
ing ceremonies for the $4 million 
Baker Mine Service building in 
Franklin Township were held Tues
day morning with many company, 
state, county and township officials 
taking part. 

Baker Mine Service is a division of 
Baker International Corp. of Orange, 
Calif. with annual sales in excess of $2 
billion in products and services for 
the oil and gas drilling industry as 
well as the mining industry. 

Major services provided by Baker 
Mine Services, which has its head
quarters in Bridgeville, would include 
repair, maintenance and service ex
change of mechanical, hydraulic and 
electrical equipment, remanufacture 
of large mechanical units such as 
underground continuous miners and 
long wall apparatus. 

Baker officials will select a gen
eral contractor this week and plan for 
construction to begin immediately . 
Construction is expected to take six to 
seven months and Baker hopes to be 
in business by June. 

The plant site will occupy a nine
acre site at the northeastern corner of 
Interstate 79 and Route 21 and will 
include a 72,000-square-foot building 
for shop work and a 16,000-square-foot 
office facility . A company spokesman 
said Tuesday the contractor will be 
required to remove some 20 feet of fill 
dirt which must be re-compacted 
before building construction begins. 

Baker officials said the plant 
would provide a substantial number 
of skilled jobs, some of which would 
be filled by present employees. When 
fully operational, the firm will em
ploy 105 shop, technical and adminis
trative personnel. 

The location and size of the service 
center is the culmination of a 12-
month study. 

L.R. Santore, chairman of the 
Greene County Board of Com
missioners, welcomed Baker officials 
at a luncheon held at the Holiday 
Motel immediately following the 
ground breaking. 

"This is a milestone in our future 
economy," he told the group. Santore 
praised the work of George Stennett, 
director of Greene County Industrial 
Developments, for his efforts in get
ting Baker to locate here. 

Also speaking for the community 
was Judge Glenn Toothman who 
noted the closeness of all those in
volved and said the efforts will " bene
fit all of us In the future ." The Judge 
also praised Baker International not
ing is was Fortune 500 company 
which operates world-wide. 

Judge Toothman told company of
ficials that Greene County also has 
something to offer in a fine location 
and a fine work force . 

Speaking for the company, Larry 
Krumpp , president of Baker Mine 
Service,told the audience, " We are 
here lo stay." He said that despite the 
failing economics in the coal fields , 
his company is putting their money 
where their mouth is and coming to 
the eastern coal region. 

Krumpp said they are so confident 
of their future here they are already 
looking at plans for expansion in the 
near future. 

Other special guests at the cere
monies included state Senator Barry 
Stout, representatives of the Greene 
County Planning Commission , the 
Franklin Township supervisors, Sher
iff Remo Bertugli and members of the 
Greene County Industrial Develop
ment Authority. 

Car Stolen 
WAYNESBURG - A 1981 Toyota, 

red with sliver s tripes, was reported 
stolen by Polly Davin of 53 South East 
Street this weekend. 

The vehicle was parked along 
Cherry Alley and was stolen some 
time between midnight and 2 p.m. 
Saturday. 

DeWeese, Hall 
Debate Issues 
By Bob Eichenlaub, Grnne County Editor 

WAYNESBURG - The race for 
the state House of Representatives in 
the 50th District is made to order for 
those who see Republicans as the 
champions of business and Demo
crats as the advocates of labor. 

Speaking Wednesday at a lunch
eon meeting of the Greater Waynes
burg Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Bill Deweese and Ronald Hall made 
it clear that they are on opposite sides 
of the fence on practically every issue 
which was raised, many of them in 
the form of questions from the au
dience. 

De Weese is running for his sixth 
two-year term In the state assembly 
as the Democratic candidate In the 
Nov. 6 election. Hall, owner of the 
Waynesburg Auto Center, is his Re
publican opponent. The 50th District 
~omprises all of Greene County plus 
Masontown Borough and Luzerne and 
Nicholson townships in Fayette 
County and also East Bethlehem 
Township and part of Centerville 
Borough in Washington County. 

Chamber President John Loeper 
served as moderator for the program, 
which opened with five-minute state
ments by each of the candidates fol
lowed by answers and rebuttals to 
questions addressed to the candidates 
from the floor . 

Here are examples of their dif
ferences in thinking: 

,,.. Hall would favor and DeWeese 
would oppose any garnishee legisla
tion which enable a businessman to 
attach the personal property or wages 
of people who fail to pay their bills. 

,,.. DeWeese would favor and Hall 
would oppose legislation which would 
place a severance tax on coal, with 
DeWeese noting that he had in
troduced such legislation in 1978 and 
Hall observing that he believes such a 
levy would tax an already depressed 
industry out of business. 

,,.. Hall opposes what he termed 
would be a "pension grab" in the next 
session of the Legislature, while Dew
eese said he also would oppose it in 
the immediate future because of its 
timing, but could consider supporting 
a pension increase "in two or three 
years." 

In his opening statement, Hall 
castigated the incumbent for being 
one of only seven members of the 
House who voted against the 1 percent 
reduction in the corporate net income 
tax which was approved this year, as 
well as being in a minority of legisla
tors who opposed other legislation 
which favored business. He said De W
eese received a rating of "D" on a 
scale of "A" through " F" established 
by the Tri-County Manufacturers As
sociation. 

" It's fine to favor the interests of 
labor, but my opponent seems to for
get that it's businessmen who provide 
the jobs that provide labor with em
ployment," he said. 

DeWeese, in response, was frank 
to concede that he feels a responsi
billty to promote legislation favoring 
unions and the working man. 

"I have voted in a way that is 
fav~rable to labor unions, and you 
obviously can't stand on both sides of 
the fence," he said. "I represent a 
blue-collar district and vote in the 
interest of the people I represent. 

"But at the same time we (the 
Legislature) are providing money for 
loans and grants for small businesses, 
for railroad spurs, for loans to farm
ers, for equipment for vocational
technical schools, for nursing homes 
and for many other programs to bene
fit the economy through the $190 mil
lion bond issue approved by the voters 
in the spring primary." 

He also said that he voted against 
the reduction in the corporate net 
income tax because he believed that it 
should have been balanced with a 
small reduction in the state's per
sonal income tax. " It was a protest 
vote because I felt the small taxpayer 
also deserved a break," he said. 

In response to Hall's challenge as 
to why he voted for a 40 percent 
legislative pay raise in a period of 
severe unemployment, DeWeese said 
he is a full-time representative and 
believed the pay increase was justi
fied . 

"I know what it's like in Har
risburg and feel I have a future in 
Harrisburg," he said. " I am the 
youngest member of the Legislature 
who is running for a sixth term and 
am in line for a chairmanship. Lead
ership comes with seniority and I 
want to continue to represent Greene 
County with enthusiasm and ability. " 

Hall, on the other hand, pointed out 
that he is the son of a coal miner who 
has "been in the trenches and come 
up through the work force ." 

"The biggest difference between 
us is that I would try to represent all 
of the people of the district, not just 
one segment of it. " 

School Student 
Slightly Hurt 
In Bus Crash 

WAYNESBURG - A grade school 
student was slightly injured in a 
school bus accident on East High 
Street at 3: 18 p.m . Monday. 

Police said a vehicle driven by 
Norma L. Stout, 48, of Cameron, 
W.Va_, pulled from the right lane into 
the left lane and struck a Central Cab 
school bus being operated by Bonnie 
J. Smouse, 37, of Waynesburg R.D.3. 

There were 55 students on the bus. 
Michelle Lowrey, 10, of Waynesburg 
R.D.4, complained of a head injury 
and was taken to Greene County Me
morial Hospital for observation. 

Stout was charged with two viola
tions of the motor vehicle code. 

RONALD HALL 

Coordinator 
Is Appointed 
For frogram 

WAYNESBURG - Directors of 
Greene County Memorial Hosp1ta r s 
home health care program expect 
more demand for its services becaus,, 
of shorter hospital stays dictated by 
changes in Medicare and other health 
insurance programs. 

The service, recently renamed 
" Southwestern Home Care" to reflect 
the areas it serves , has appointed 
Lois Piper as acute care coordinator. 
Mrs. Piper, a registered nurse and a 
resident of Rogersville, will be re
sponsible for handling referrals for 
acute home care. 

" Hospital stays will be shorter and 
patients discharged to their homes 
will need continued care," said Mary 
Zsiros , RN, director of Southwestern 
Home Care. " The appointment of an 
acute care coordinator is one way our , 
program has prepared for this 
change." 

The program, which was estab
lished by Greene County Memorial 
Hospital in February 1979, currently 
serves about 600 people in Greene and 
Fayette counties, southern Washing
ton CountY' and a section of W Ol'I 
Virginia ln the Hundred and Littleton 
areas. It maintains branch offices in 
Uniontown, Point Marion, Marianna 
and Hundred, W.Va. 

There is a staff of 17 registered 
nurses plus nurses aides and clerical 
people. In addition to nursing ser
vices, physical therapy, speech ther
apy, respiratory therap y , 
enterostomal therapy and social ser
vices are provided when necessary. 

Mrs. Zsiros said when Medicare 
was introduced in 1965, it was the 
government's solution to making 
quality health care available to those 
over 65 years of age. But as the costs 
of health care have escalated. the 
government has taken steps to curb 
these costs by introducing the new 
prospective pricing system. 

The payment for health services is 
now set in advance and hospitals will 

Conlinued on Page 2 

Court Perinits Carinichaels 
To Reduce Size Of Council 

WAYNESBURG - Greene County 
Court approved Friday reduction of 
the size of Carmichaels Borough 
Council from seven to five members 
through an attrition process which 
will take several years to complete. 

The action was taken in response 
to a petition signed by 33 borough 
residents under a provision of the 
borough code which gives boroughs 
with a population of less than 1,000 
people the option of operating with 
live council members providing that 
court approval is obtained. 

In approving the petition following 
a hearing Friday morning, Judge 
Glenn Toothman considered testi
mony presented by council President 
Betty Morris , who favored tile reduc-
1ion, and council member Paul Con
nor, who opposed It. 

Toothman said he was doing so 
"with the hope and reasonable belief 
that It will enable the .Carmichaels 
Borough Council to operate more effi
ciently and effectively." 

Mrs . Morris told the court that 
Carmichaels has 631 residents ac
cording lo the 1980 census and 314 
registered voters. The 33 residents 
who signed the petition represents 
about twice the required number of 5 
percent of the registered voters. 

She noted that council meetings 
have had to be canceled twice within 
the put three monthl because of lack 
of the required quorum of flve mem
bers. 

" I feel It will be euler to get a 
quorum and that we could operate 
more efficiently with live members," 
1he said. 

She also said that it has been 
difficult to get residents to serve on 
council , pointing out that three mem
bers have resigned during the past 
year. " We have had a problem in 
getting people who are interested in 
serving on council," she said. 

Connor, who served 16 years as 
mayor of Carmichaels, was appointed 
to council earlier thls month when 
John Yurick resigned . 

" I'm not violently opposed to live 
members, but I don't think it would be 
in the best interests of the people," he 
said , adding that the borough has had 
seven council members ever since the 
borough was Incorporated in 1853. 

He pointed out that first meetings 
140 years ago were held in a tavern. 
" Maybe If we held them In a tavern 
now we could get more people In
terested," he quipped. 

He also suggested that a petition 
signed by 33 people might not reflect 
the wishe! of a majority of residents 
and suggested that the reduction be 
submitted to a referendum. Borough 
Solicitor Willlam Nalitz pointed out, 
however, that the borough code does 
not provide for a referendum in such 
cases. 

He alao disagreed with the opinion 
that people are tea, interested In local 
government now than they once were 
because they have so many other 
things to do, noting that he never had 
any problem with getting people to 
run for the office when he was serving 
as mayor. 

"Mrs. Morris was one of those J 
asked lo run for council, and I think 
1he'1 made a good member," he ,aid. 

He also said that he believes dis
agreement among members is one of 
the principal reasons for resignations 
and absenteeism. " I know people whu 
don' t want to serve because they feel 
It's a waste of time," he said. 

Following the hearing, Nalitz said 
it is his understanding that the 
method of reducing membership set 
forth ln the borough code would mean 
that one less member than usual 
would be elected next year , reducing 
council to s ix members for 1986 and 
1987. The second member would be 
eliminated by a reduction of one can
didate In the 1987 election. 

Present members , ln addition to 
Mrs. Morris and Connor, are Betty 
Hudson , Robert Boyle , Roger Hon
saker, Chris Watson and Greg Pec
con. Three of them are serving 
through appointments made this year 
- Connor following the resignation or 
John Yurich , Watson following the 
resignation of J oseph Baker, and Pee
con following the resignation of Patri
cia Frankenberry. 

In 1985, five positions are to be 
filled , four for four-year terms and 
one for a two-year te rm. The only 
members who would not have to run 
for re-election a re Mrs. Morris and 
Honsaker, whose terms run through 
1987. 

Subject to further research, Nalllz 
said that It is probable that ellmina 
lion of the first member would proba
bly be accompllshed by electing just 
four members In 1985, three for four
year terms and one for o two-year 
term. 












